Fair Miſtr 


* 


/ Noble Marquiſs, 


de did ride a Huntiog, 
ard by a Foreſt ſide, 
A fair and comely Maiden, 


As the did fit a ſpinning, Is Ear ane 


His gentle Eye eſpy'd: 


Moſt fair and lovely, 
And of a comely Grace was ſhe, 


Altho' in ſimple Attire 3 
She ſung fall only, 
With a Voice melodiouſly, 

Which ſet the Lord's Heart on Fire. 
The more he look'd the more he might, 
Beauty was his Heart's Delight: 

And to this Damſel 
Strait the Noble went; 
God ſpeed, quoth he, thou famous Flower 
of of this homely Bower, 
Where Love and Virtue 
Dwell with ſweer Content. 


2 comely Geſture, 
And modeſt mild Behaviour, 

She bids him welcome then : 
Ihe entertained him 


No In faithful friendly Manner, * 
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A virtgous, falr and comely Maid); 
And I will agk no more, | 


And all his Gentlemen: 
The noble Marquis . 
In his Heart felt ſuch a Flame, 
Which ſet his Senſes all at Strife 
'Quoth he, fair Maiden, 


 Shew me ſoon what is thy Name, 


mean to make thee my Wife. 


Griſſel is my Name, quoth ſhe, 
Far unfit for your Degree; 


A filly Maiden, * | 
And of Parents poor. 
Nay, Grifſel, thou art rich, he ſaid; 


Grant me thy Lore, 


4 
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_ Who all this while 


lar Patient GR IS SEL. 
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At length ſhe conſented, 
And being both contented, . 
They N cg with ſpeed; 
er Count offet ; 
Was chang d to Silk and Velvet, 
As to her State agreed. · 
And when that ſhe # 
Was trimly tired in the ſame, 
Her Beauty-ſhin'd moſt bright, 
Far ſtaining every other | 
Fair and Princely Dame, 
That did appear in Sight: 
Many envied her therefore, 
"Becauſe ſhe was of Parents poor 
And 'twixt her Lord and ſhe _ 
Great Strife did raiſe : 
Some ſaid this, and ſome ſaid that, 
And ſome did call her Beggar's Brat, 
And to her Lord | 
They would her oft diſpraile. 


| . | 
O noble Marquiſs, ; 
Quoth they, why doſt thou wrong us, 

Thus baſely for to wed, - h 
Who might bave gotten 


An honoutable Lady 


Into your Princely Bed ? 


Who will not now 
Your noble Ifſne ſoon deride, 


Which ſhall I be born, 
That are of Blood fo baſe 
Born by the Mother's Side, "hays 
The which will bring them in Scorn ? 
Pat her therefore quite away; | 
And take to you a Lady gay, 
Whereby your Lineage 
May renowned be 


Thus every > they ſeem'd to prats, 
r - 


That malic' iſſels good Eſtate, 


. Did'eec they 


For his youn 


Ls, 
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Tenderly and entirelyxß 
Beloved. a8 his Life 3 


| Meaning in ſecret 


For to try her patient Heart, 2 
Thereby her Foes for to diſgrace, 

Thinking to ſhew her 

A hard diſcodrteous Part, Ax 

That Men might pity her Oaſe 

Great with Child this Lady was, 


* And at laſt it came to paſs, 


Two goodly Children 
At one Birth ſhe had a 
A Son and Daughter God had ſent, 


Which did their Mother well content, 


And which did. make 
Their Father's Heart full glad. 
| 


Great Royal Feaſting 


Was at theſe Childrens Chriſtening, 
And Princely Triumph made; 
Six Weeks together, 
All Nobles that came thither, 
Were entertain'd and ſtay'd; 
And when that all the pleaſant 


Spartivg quay was done, 


The Marquiſs a Meſſenger ſent 
| gDavgheer, | 
And's pretty 


Declaring his full Intent. 


How that the Babes maſt murthered be 
For ſo the Marquiſi did decree ; j 


Come let me have 
The Children, then he ſaid ; 
With that fair Griffel wept full ſore, 


She wrung her Hands, but laid no more, 


But = Gracious Lord | 
Mult have bis Will obey d. 


She took the Bibes 


Even from the Nurſing Ladies, 


Between her tender Arms: 
She often wiſhts, 


With many ſotrowſul Kiſſes, 


That ſhe might eaſe their Harms: 
Farewell, farewell 


A thouſand 172 my Children dear, 


Never I ice you again; 
Tis long of me, | 
Your ſad and wofal Mother h 

For whoſe Sake both muſt be flainz 
Had I been born of Royal Rac | 
You might have liy'd in happy Cafe, 
But you mutt die 
e 
Come, Meſfenger ath, q 5 
Take my dend Babes to thee, 
And to their Fither | 

My Complaints expreſs: : 
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* « He took the (Children; 
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| ainſt hislawio! Wife, - Be dore them thence W | 
Wem he molt dearly, Who in ſecret ſent them m7 


Unto a noble Lady, 
To be brought up indeed : 
Then to fair Griſſe : 
With a heavy Heart he 8 
Where ſhe ſat mildly .. 
A pleaſant Geſture x 
And a lovely Look the ſhews, 
As if no Grief ſhe had known : 
Quoth he, my Children now are ſlain, 


What thinks fair Grifſel of the ſame? | 
. Sweet Griſſel now 


Declare thy Mind to me: 
Sith ycu, my Lord, are pleas'd with it, 
Poor Griſſel thinks the Aion fit; 
Both I aad mine 


At your Command will be. 


My Nobles murmur 


Fair Griſſel, at thy Honour, 


And | no Joy cap have, 
Till thou be baniſh'd 
Both from my Court and Preſence, 
As they unjuſtly crave: | 
Thou muſt be ſtripp'd 
Of thy brave Garments all, 
And as thou cam'ſt to me, 
In homely Grey, 5 
Inſtead of Silk and pureſt Pall 
Now all thy Cloathing muſt be. 
My Lady thou muſt be no more, 
Nor I thy Lord, which grieves me ſore, 
The pooreſt Life NN, 
Maſt now content thy Mind: 
A Groat to thee I dafe not give, 
Thee to maintain while I do live, 
Againſt my Griſſel 
Such great Foes [ find. 


When gentle Griſſel 

Did hear theſe woful Tidings, 
The Tears ſtood in her Eyes, 

Nothing ſhe anſwer'd, 

No Words of Diſcontentment 
Did from her Lips ariſe. 


Her Velyet Gown 


Moſt patiently the ſtripped off, 
Her Kirtle of Silk with the ſame: 
Her Ruſſet Gown | 
Was brought, again with many a Scoff, 
To hear them herlelf ſhe did frame; 
When ſhe was dreſ'd in this Array, 
And ready for to = aways 
God ſend long Life 
Unto my Lord, quoth ſhe; 
Let no Offence be found in this, 


To give my Lord a parting Kils, 


Wirth watry Eye 
— my Bear, Gid ſhe. 


- Unto her Father's.Cottage 


Which was great Joy to all and ſome z 


And preſently 


| Methinks thy Looks 


God ſend Lord Marquiſs ; 


The Marquiſs was moved, 
To ſee his beſt Beloved 


He ſtept unto her, 


— 


From Ptincely Pale 


Poor Grifſel ſhe is gone 
Full kiteen Winters. / 
She lived there eontented, 

No Wrong she thought upon: 
And at this Time, through al! 
The Land the Speeches went, 

The Marquiſs ſhould married be 
Unto a noble Lady 
Of high Deſcent, : 

And to the ſame all Parties did agree: 
Fhe r — . ſair, 

ride's Bed Chamber to | 
That nothing therein 9 | 

Might be found awry. 7 

The Bride was with her Brother come, 


But Griſſel took all this 


And in the — 
When as they should be wedded, 

Her Patience there was try d; 
Griſſel was charged IN 
Herſelf in friendly Manner 

For to attire the Bride : 

Moſt wag | 
She gave her Conſent to do the fame: 
The Bride in Bravery was dref'd, 


The noble Marquiſs thither came, 

With all his Lords at his Requeſt, 
O Griſſel, 1 will ask of thee, 5 
If to this Match thou wilt agree? 


- 


Are waxed wondrous coy : 
With that they all began to ſmile; 
Aod Griſſel she reply'd the while, 


Many Years of Joy. 


Thus patient in Diſtreſs; _ k 


And by the Hand he took her; 
Theſe Words he did expreſs: 
Thoa art my Bride, 
And all the Brides 1 mean to have, 
Theſe two thine own Children be, 
The Youthful Lady 
On her Koees did Bleſſing crave, 
Her Brother as well as she. 
And you that envy her Eſtate, 
Whom | have made my choſen Mate, 
Now blush for Shame, F 
And honour virtuous Life; 
The Chronicles of laſting Fame Po 
Shall evermore extol the Name 
Of Patient GRISSEL, 3 
My moſt conſtant Wife. » 
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